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What has the crisis taught 
you about yourself and 

your community? 

I have noticed a very strong energy from 

many people wanting to help others in 

need. I can see all this passion and 

kindness and I am glad to see the general 

population appreciate those in health care 

and social ventures. However, I have been 

disappointed with major media and 

government. Rather than leading an 

initiative or providing leadership for the 

community and general population, media 

attention has been focused on politics and 

problems as opposed to highlighting the 

heroics of everyday people and supporting 

businesses that are struggling. 

April 2020 

Contact Tyson 

e: tyson@japanswitch.com 

u: www.bfftokyo.com 

u: www.onecoinenglish.com 

in: linkedin.com/in/tysonbatino 

 

Language lessons at a price anyone can afford     Tokyo + Yokohama, Japan 

Most impacting thing you 
can do for others now 

If you have the financial means to spend, 

the biggest contribution you can make is to 

spend money. I thought I could help people 

through donating my time, but I realized that 

only through increasing my consumption I 

can help small businesses pay the rent and 

keep people employed. If those with the 

means to spend continue to save their 

money, the people who are living paycheck 

to paycheck will continue to struggle. 

How has the COVID-19 
crisis affected your life? 

COVID-19 has greatly impacted our 

English school chain with 11 physical 

locations. We had to quickly shift our 170 

employees and 7500+ students online. 

Additionally, we were not able to receive 

government subsidies because we moved 

our business online too early, ironically in 

response to COVID-19. We are really good 

at providing an offline environment, but 

COVID-19 has forced us to reconsider our 

online presence as well. This transition will 

be very tough, because all the things that 

made us successful may not directly 

translate to a post COVID-19 world, 

however, going online will help us expand 

our potential range of customers in the 

long-term. 

Designed by Jon Walsh, Business Grow 

Professional editing, writing, business promotion and sustainability services  e: info@businessgrow.net 

 

How do you see us all 
coming out the other end? 

Most of us will become much poorer and 

see a lot of our wealth and savings 

demolished. However, I hope the lockdown 

will help people see the bigger picture and 

build more community. You will also 

discover the true character of many people 

in how they respond to COVID-19 and how 

they support others. 
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What do you do? 

I am a Co-Founder and Director at One 

Coin English and Japan Switch.  

Both businesses provide affordable 

Japanese and English lessons in Tokyo 

and Yokohama. As a side project, I have 

produced a lot of free content on thriving in 

Japan to help foreigners with learning 

Japanese and job hunting at BFF Tokyo. 

How you can help others? 

We are offering one free 50-minute private 

lesson or a 100-minute group lesson at 

Japan Switch for those spending over 

¥15,000.  
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Tyson 

Batino  

Co-Founder / Director 

at One Coin English 

and Japan Switch 

 

 

 

⚫ Bio 

⚫ Japan Switch  

⚫ How to Scale Multiple 

Companies in Japan 

⚫ Eikaiwa Teacher to Interac 

to Opening a School 

⚫ Opening a Japanese 

School 
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